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“Changing Lives Since 1940”

“Homeless for the Holidays”
A Letter From Linda

The Holiday Season is fast approaching. For most of us, it iseaofircelebration witk:h
family and friends. At Thanksgiving, we give thanks for all of blegssings and gfg
Christmas we remember Jesus’ birthday. But for the homelessuwtynit is a lonely,,
and depressing season. Many of them have no one but the streets as their friendgp,
It is the Brother Bryan Mission’s desire to make the Holidegisen special for its Gf
residents. The mission’s goal has always been to work with tietoneeplace theif
hurting and hopelessness with joy and peace. an
No one ever intends to end up homeless. However, in our country, theeadenag-,,,
can is only two paychecks away from this situation. The resuibofelessness is ngt
always due to substance abuse. Poor health, veterans with spedml lose of jobg,,
and divorce are just a few of the situations that can cause sorwedeewithout g,
home. Those who find themselves homeless need a special placetvelyecan be reg
stored to faith in themselves and God. For 67 men in Birmingham, tteeBrBryan,
Mission is that place. .-
The Brother Bryan Mission was the first mission in the city la@slbeen aiding men jin
recovering their lives for 67 years. Brother Bryan saw theevad every single individ-
ual. He was passionate about the homeless and unsaved. Today, the mmegsiams
his same high standards of belief in each human’s worth and the powsdofo
“change lives!
On Christmas Eve, everyone at the mission sits down to a delici@isFo#lowing the
meal, everyone goes to the chapel where guests lead them imgsamgi the telling of
the Christmas Story. The men worship together and later assambled the Christ-
mas tree where everyone enjoys playing games. The eveningseeashaman receives
a large bag filled with clothing, toiletries and assorted goodies.
On Christmas Day, life at the mission is calmer and more éacan the birth of Jesus
and how that event, along with the crucifixion, offers every mamaitéife. The men
are served a wonderful Christmas Day Lunch complete with aliritthenings. All of
this happens because you care and share.
It is only through your support this mission can continue to meet the édtsse
men. In Matthew 25:40, Jesus said, ‘Assuredly, | say to you, inasmycdu akdit to
one of the least of these My brethren, you itlitb me.” Surely these men are among
God’s children who need a touch from you. Please search your heartagndbput
how God would have you make a difference in their lives. Whilelixaaa't do every-
thing; we certainly can do something.

Jesus is the reason for the season!

%yﬂ/
Celebrate 67/67 with us this Holiday Season!
67 men/67 years
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As | read excerpts fromcare of a living God help, guide and support.willing to give God a
the Brother Bryan biog- through the Brother They truly care about the chance. | myself know,
raphy, | began to realizeBryan Mission. The vol- residents and want to seron a personal level, that
how devoted he was tounteers who came everyus succeed. without submitting to
God. In my own life | night to preach the Word God’s Word and staying
recall a time of lawless- of God gave hope to me.There are AA meetings in close fellowship with
ness and uncertainty. 1To see people take theled by dedicated volun- Him I will not succeed.
came from a brokentime out of their busy teers of the program anc

home and doomed myday to come and sharesponsorship is available. | am grateful for Brother
future through drugs andthe Word of God with us These meetings helpec Bryan’s ministry and

alcohol. | had no hopewas truly an inspiration me continue on the right what ~God  worked
and the will to be a betterto me. path. Brother Bryan Mis- through his life. It is
person was totally out of sion has rules in place tctruly the best place in

sight. | was, like Brother The staff does their besthelp keep us obedient. Birmingham.

Bryan, devoted, but |to provide the hottest These rules provide the

was devoted to the sinmeals and cleanest enviframe work for a new -Jerry
nature that surrounds aronment for a personway of life. The mission

carnal soul. Powerlesswho is ready to change.also provides a safe

and broken | sought theThey are always there toplace for all who are
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1922-2007

Walter F. Cornelius, a Birming- number of years. His service to
ham attorney and long standingGod, country, family and com-
member of the Brother Bryan munity were an important part of
Mission Board of Directors, his life and he will be greatly
went to be with the Lord on Sun- missed. Our prayers are with his
day, September 16, 2007. family.

Walter served on the board, as
well as being the chairman, for a
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Ingredients: Allow each layer to set before adding the other layer.

Mix strawberry jello with 2 cups hot water for bottom layer. Hor tniddle layer dis-
6 oz. Strawberry Jello solve Y2 cup sugar in % pint whipping cream (do not whip creBissolve 1%z pkgs.
6 oz. Lime Jello Knox unflavored gelatin in ¥ cup cold water. Mix sugar, whipping creamgatatin

%2 Pint Whipping Cream  tggether and bring to a boil. Remove from heat immediately, cgpitisliand add 1 car-

1 %2 pkgs of Knox Unfla- o sour cream. Mix lime jello with 2 cups hot water for thelager.
vored Gelatin

1 carton sour cream
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The story is told of a They ordered and were woman noticed that his word was said. They didn'’t

young couple who had served and as they ate, the eyes were watery. need to. Both of them had
gone to visit their family noticed an elderly man sit- The family quickly fin- “seen the light”. She had

for Christmas. They had ¢ting across from them. Heished their meal and left realized that a gift need not
young daughter and aftellooked up from his meal the restaurant but once iralways be bought or

the gifts were opened, the and waved to the baby. the car, the woman kepwrapped and he that the
young family left to drive The young woman moved seeing the old man’s eyes greatest gift of all is love,

back to their home which closer to her child and at- She asked her husband t especially the love por-

was a couple of hourstempted to shield her fromreturn to the restaurant.  trayed in an innocent child.

away. the man. He then reachei Once there, she scoope For us, the lesson is the
As evening approached across the aisle to take he her little daughter from her same. We too often think
they began looking for alittle daughter's hand. car seat and into her arms of gifts in terms of money

place to stop for dinner. Quickly the young mother She hurried to the boott when the gifts of time and

They found a restauranilifted the child from the where the man sat anctouch are more precious
and parked. Because it wa booster and sat her on he handed her child to him.than gold. Let's vow to

Christmas Day, there were lap. His face brightened andpray to have eyes to see
not many people in the res The man was frail and hesitantly he took the and ears to hear so that this
taurant so they easily poorly dressed for the win- child. He cradled her like a Christmas we can give the
found a table and asked foter weather. His hands precious gift gently touch- greatest gift of all — Love.

a booster chair for their were rough and shaking ing her blond, curly hair

daughter. As he leaned closer, theand cherubic face. Not &

In Memory of... In Honor of...
Donald Brabston Mr. Beau P. Jackson Jewell Carter
Harold E. Burkett Richard C. Knight J. W. Hawkins
Rev. David Burgess Lyman Langston Linda Hartley
Anita Brown Cowart Dorothy E. Martin Dennis Kone
Walter Cornelius Bess C. Mason Dr. Harry Reeder
Patsy Criswell Hugh O’Shields
Norma Dayton Ben & Nell Peete
Dr. Walter Epple William Roberson
Walter C. Dean Raymond E. Smithey
Diane Lee Hall _ Mary Vickers This newsletter is dedicated in memofy
Joseph C. Harrison Grady Weaver of my daddy, Floyd W. Walker.
J. W. Hawkins “Bear” Wright 06/19/19-05/10/05

We are currently in desperate need of used
cars, vans or trucks. Any vehicle you wish to

donate can be used as a tax deduction. Thank

you for any assistance you could provide in
this area .



About the Mission

The Brother Bryan Mission exists tohange lives” of homeless men in
Birmingham, Alabama. We are a long-term mission — a safe plaere
determined men can recover from depression, alcoholism and othed relate
problems. Every necessary tool is provided to help each unique and special
homeless man return to main-stream society. Our men are provitted w
food, clothing, shelter and the love of Christ in a clean and safe Baviro
ment. In our sixty-seven years of service, we have never recanyeslip-

port from the United Way, City, State, or Federal government.

The Brother Bryan Mission was the first shelter establishethiohome-

less in Birmingham. We have 67 residents who reside here longatetm

all residents are required to work and maintain jobs outside theom{#s

physically able). This keeps them from living on the streets o€ibpand
$30,000 Monthly helps re-build their self-esteem and responsibilities that hawelbsefor

so long. For over six decades, the Brother Bryan Mission has beemgmaki

To Maintain the Operation of i ,
a difference with the homeless community.

This Ministry
The Brother Bryan Mission is a non-profit 501 (c)3, non-denominational
Christian ministry.
Be A Member of The Brother Bryan
Mission “Care Team”
Just enclose a check in the envelope
provided and drop it in the mail!
You can also make a donation with
PayPal or a debit/credit card at
Fow To Cortact Us e emion ™"
The Brother Bryan Mission
Phone Number: (205) 322-0092
Fax Number: (205) 322-7820
Email Address: brotherbryan@bellsouth.net
Webpage: brotherbryanmission.com
Address: 1616 2nd Ave. North
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 11160
Birmingham, AL 35202
To learn more:
Invite Executive Director Linda Hartley to speak to yqur
church, business or civic group.




