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“Changing Lives Since 1940”

2008 A Year of Decision

i
| write to you offering each of you a double challenge. First, thani electiors

year and our country is at a crossroads. The tide of faith and Gawolgféasw
shifted in America as never before. How sad to see a countrstithhas sen
generously blessed change courses and back away from Him. Wejsis@if#t
must unite together and pray fervently for a President to beedledto carit
guide us in the right direction and make a difference. 3:

Secondly, | want to speak about thanksgiving. The Hebrew root wor'rg

thanksgiving is adoration. The apostle Paul wrote, “Give thanks always un{g God

and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 5:20. ¢

The longer I live, the more | feel the need to adore God through thaimgstpr -
all my blessings. Give thanks in sickness and health, in good timdsadrahad
in storms and sunshine. Most of the time we forget to give thanksoanel t©
Him burdened down with our problems. | ask you, “ When was the lastytme
thanked God for all He has done for you?” | give thanks to the Lordlfblisa

wondrous works which we have witnessed at the Brother Bryan Mission
throughout 2007. We have faced some dark and stormy days however, God ha
been victorious and proven Himself still in control. We now give thanks for what

He will do for us this coming year. We give God all the gloryrf@eting all of
our needs and changing lives in a ministry that by choice for 68 fi@arnever
received any financial support from the city, state, or federalrgments, nor
from the United Way.

As | close, please pray earnestly for our country and for the BrBtlyan Mis-
sion that decisions will be made according to God’s will. Thankdl wf gou
who pray and support us so faithfully. It is a God-given privilege to baxmesd
as Executive Director for the past 10 years. It is my désitee faithful to God
and to my country and to pray often. | hope you will take the challemfj@a
tively work to keep our country strong spiritually and to be thankful to God
all His many blessings and to tell Him so often.

If you are a supporter of the mission, then | am thankful for you. Ifagyewunot,
would you please consider giving to the mission this year.

et

$60.00 supports a resident for a week
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It was Christmas Eve  saving grace. the ladies there. When | opened the gift
and the mission was full They were dismissed to Mine was brought to me from the resident, | was
of activity. Steaks were the recreation room at home because | had Surpri_sed to find two _
being grilled, salad where the Christmas treeleft early to attend a fam- beautiful glass pears, just
tossed, desserts readied With its lights shone ily gathering. It was the exact color of my

The men assembled for brightly. Underneath the placed underneath my  walls. | learned that the
their special meal but  tree were bags of goodiedree to be opened Christ- man from the mission
one was missing. SeveralVith each man’s name  mas morning. For sev- had taken a bus to go

people noticed, but no 0N one. eral years, it had been a shop_ping and _had waited
one seemed to know the Still, no one saw the mansomewhat sad time when for his return ride caus-
whereabouts of this per- Who had not come to | would get up on Christ- ing him to miss dinner.
son. dinner. mas morning and not This man has very little

After the meal, a special Later, this man came  have a gift to open. But  yet the gift he gave me
service of celebration  downstairs and presentedhis year | had three. One Will be remembered for-
was conducted in the  his gifts. Each one had of them was from the ~ ever. You see, | believe
chapel. The men sang been wrapped by him in resident at the mission. it was a gift from God:
carols and listened to tesblue paper with several |took my time opening  tailor-made for me and
timonies of God’s good- blue bows. He had my gifts and anticipated delivered by this resi-
ness and brought a gift for three of what was in each one.  dent.
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Christmas Eve Menu & Christmas Gift Bags

Steak Sweatshirts
Salad Gloves
Green Beans Toboggans
Baked Potatoes Socks
Rolls Wallets
Dessert Toiletries
Tea Candy

To All of Our Supporters for 2007
THANK We offer up a prayer of thanks for all you have
YOU! done for the mission



Easter comes fairly early ior and Lord.

this year: March 23rd.
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What about you. Have
There can be no resurrec you wished for the glori- Are you ready for

never alone.

Usually we have time to tion unless there is death ous morning only to find Easter?
prepare our hearts and So often it is pleasant to yourself in the depths of Do you know where you

are reminded by budding think of the Easter morn- despair? Jesus experi-
ing resurrection with all
the power and miracles ever face. He did it so

that we could have vic-
tory over every foe and

flowers and trees.
This year the evidence
may not be so readily

make the effort to get
ready.

Are you ready?

Am | ready?

surrounding it.

seen in nature and so we But before that, before
will have to consciously Jesus could arise, he hacin every circumstance.
Jesus promised his fol-
lowers that he would
send the Holy Spirit to
comfort and guide.

to die.

It's the dying part we
would like to skip over
in both thinking and ac-
Easter reminds us of the tion. Jesus suffered the Because of Christ, we

will spend eternity when

enced everything we will you die?

Jesus said he was going
to make a place for us-
that is those who have a
personal relationship
with him.

Have you asked Jesus to
be your Savior and to be
Lord of your life? Do

that and you will be

resurrection of Jesus. Bu cross so that there could can face this life with the ready for Easter.

to really understand that, be an Easter morning
we must know who Jesuswith all its victory and
is and know Him as Sav- glory.

assurance that He is witk As a believer Easter
us. What a priceless gift takes on a whole new
to know that we are

meaning. Amen

In Memory of...

Juanita & Joe Barnes
Margaret L. Bell

Rev. E. David Burgess
Mildred & Roy Callahan
Jimmy Cantrell

Beulah Dobbs

Al Evans

Marilyn Hunt

Robert Matthews

B.T. McDowell

Hiram Brown McDowell
Mary Reisman

Annie & Vernon Sims
Joseph Meyer Stammer
D.R. Wehr

This newsletter is dedicated in honor of
my mother, Alice Ruth Walker who
will celebrate 81 years March 5th

In Honor of...

Melanie Bass

Kitty Engle

Rosemary Jager
Margery Bryan McBride
Joni Pepper

Elinor Roberts

Sarah McMichael




About the Mission

The Brother Bryan Mission exists tohange lives” of homeless men in
Birmingham, Alabama. We are a long-term mission — a safe plaere
determined men can recover from depression, alcoholism and othed relate
problems. Every necessary tool is provided to help each unique and special
homeless man return to main-stream society. Our men are provitted w
food, clothing, shelter and the love of Christ in a clean and safe Baviro
ment. In our sixty-eight years of service, we have never retaing sup-

port from the United Way, City, State, or Federal government.

The Brother Bryan Mission was the first shelter establishethiohome-

less in Birmingham. We have 66 residents who reside here longatetm

all residents are required to work and maintain jobs outside theom{#s

physically able). This keeps them from living on the streets o€ibpand
$30,000 Monthly helps re-build their self-esteem and responsibilities that hawelbsefor

so long. For over six decades, the Brother Bryan Mission has beemgmaki

To Maintain the Operation of i ,
a difference with the homeless community.

This Ministry
The Brother Bryan Mission is a non-profit 501 (c)3, non-denominational
Christian ministry.
Be A Member of The Brother Bryan
Mission “Care Team”
Just enclose a check in the envelope
provided and drop it in the mail!
You can also make a donation with
PayPal or a debit/credit card at
Fow To Cortact Us e emion ™"
The Brother Bryan Mission
Phone Number: (205) 322-0092
Fax Number: (205) 322-7820
Email Address: brotherbryan@bellsouth.net
Webpage: brotherbryanmission.com
Address: 1616 2nd Ave. North
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 11160
Birmingham, AL 35202
To learn more:
Invite Executive Director Linda Hartley to speak to yqur
church, business or civic group.




